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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER GANDHI, DECEMBER 6 


1- C - ENTIRE TEXT. 


2. AT A WEDDING RECEPTIOI 
OF THE BIGWIGS IN CONGRESl 
PRIME MINISTER GANDHI. HI 
CORNER AND WE SAT DOWN FOf 
15-MINUTE talk. THERE WAi 
THIS CONVERSATION. 


ON DECEMBER 6 HOSTED BY ONE 
Cl) PARTY, I met by CHANCE 
ASKED ME TO JOIN HIM IN A 
WHAT TURNED OUT TO BE A 
NOBODY ELSE NEAR US DURING 


3. AFGHANISTAN: 


200 1 






yc CONVERSATION BY ASKING HIM WHETHPR 

CHANCE TO TAKE UP PRESIDENT REAGAN'S 
PRIME f! regarding AFGHANISTAN ?hE 

IN THp”pBJSIfc THAT THE SUBJECT HAD COME UP 

^ GORBACHEV. GANDHI SAID HE 

WOULD EITHER PASS ON THE GIST OF THIS Dlsr«JS<?TrtM 

A^LATER SECRETARY VENKATESWARAN OR BRIEF ME AT 

?N minister said THAT ThTtAuS 

«T GORBACHEV 

I wiin toUKBACHEV. THEY HAD MANY HOURS of pdtwatc 
CONVERSATIONS AND HE IS CONVINCED THAT GORBACHEV IS 
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"A VERY DIFFERENT MAN THAN THOSE WHO PRECEDED HIM." 
WHILE MOST OF THE PREVIOUS SOVIET LEADERS WERE 
RELATIVELY UNIMAGINATIVE AND PURSUED THE ORTHODOX 
COMMUNIST PARTY LINE WORKED OUT IN THE KREMLIN/ 
GORBACHEV WAS "A MUCH MORE PRAGMATIC LEADER/ 

WILLING TO EXPLORE NEW APPROACHES TO OLD PROBLEMS." 
GANDHI OBSERVED THAT G0;?BACHEV OBVIOUSLY PURSUES 
THE SAME SOVIET GOALS AS HIS PREDECESSORS/ BUT IN 
HIS TACTICS HE IS VERY DIFFERENT. GANDHI SAID 
GORBACHEV IS "A MODERN MAN WHO IS WILLING TO TAKE 
CHANCES BY EXPLORING NEW FORMULAS TO RESOLVE 
PROBLEMS." GANDHI HAD MET THROUGH HIS MOTHER 
PREVIOUS SOVIET LEADERS AND HENCE WAS ABLE TO 
COMPARE THE DIFFERENCE IN STYLE OF LEADERSHIP. 

AS AN EXAMPLE/ THE PRIME MINISTER SAID THAT 
GORBACHEV OFFERED TO MAKE AVAILABLE TO INDIA HIGH 
TECHNOLOGY TO ASSIST INDIA IN BECOMING MORE SELF- 
RELIANT/ SOMETHING THE PREVIOUS SOVIET LEADERS 
NEVER HAD AGREED TO DO. 

4. WEINBERGER VISIT/ AWACS/ AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER: 


THIS LED THE PRIME MINISTER TO SAY THAT "HE WAS 
DISAPPOINTED" BY THE COMPLETE SILENCE ON THE ISSUES 

WHICH HAD BEEN RAISED WITH THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE I 

DURING HIS VISIT MORE THAN TWO MONTHS AGO. THE 

PRIME MINISTER MENTIONED THAT SPECIFIC TECH TRANSFER * 

ISSUES HAD BEEN DISCUSSED DURING THE SECRETARY'S ' 

VISIT AND THE INDIANS HAD NOT EVEN RECEIVED A REPLY i 

AFTER MORE THAN EIGHT WEEKS DESPITE PROMISES MADE 

THAT THESE ISSUES WOULD BE HANDLED EXPEDITIOUSLY IN 

WASHINGTON. THE PRIME MINISTER SAID HE HAD REPORTS 

FROM WASHINGTON THAT THERE WAS DISAGREEMENT IN 

WASHINGTON OVER THE ISSUE OF DEFENSE-RELATED HIGH 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER TO INDIA WITH THE PENTAGON ? 

GENERALLY OPPOSED TO THE TRANSFER, (THE NEXT DAY : 

ARTICLES APPEARED IN THE ENGLISH-LANGUAGE PRESS ! 

PROMINENTLY FEATURED ON PAGE ONE TO THE EFFECT THAT I 

THE PENTAGON IS AGAINST KNOW-HOW TRANSFER TO INDIA.) | 
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CONGRESSMAN SOLARZ' 


ucBc T MINISTER ASKED WHEN SOLARZ WAS COMING 

PRIME OATES OF HIS DELHI STAY. THE 

looking forward to 

on MONDAY#^ DECEMBER 8^ 

15.. MINISTER'S OFFICE CALLED TO SAY THE P.M. 

cm ?»I S'" DECEMBER 17-20 SO THE MEETING 

POSSIBLE UNLESS SOLARZ HAKES 
CHANGES IN HIS SCHEDULE. SEE SEPTEL.) dfAuUH 
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